Rural Resilience & Adaptation Subcommittee Breakout Room
6/18/24 Climate Action Plan Kick-Off Event
Notetaker: Marian Wolz

· Subcommittee co-chair(s): Describe the work of your subcommittee for the first CAP broadly (use the pathways to help summarize this). Describe what your subcommittee sees as gaps, which will be the focus for the CAP update, and recognize that this gap identification is in progress (and therefore able to be shaped by feedback from these events). 

· David Deen provided an overview of the work of the RRA subcommittee thus far. Spoke to work the subcommittee did to write a response to a request from the Speaker of the House following the July 2023 flooding. 
· Subcommittee developed five pathways for the 2021 CAP. Provided an overview of the five pathways. 
· David noted that public health has already been identified as a gap for the subcommittee to focus on.

1) Are there other topics we are missing? What do you see as areas in need of further attention and action?
· Eileen Boland – key focus in the NEK is on affordability; ensuring the most vulnerable in rural communities are not left behind, that should be a primary focus of the Council and Subcommittee’s work.
· Andrea Stander - Gap noted in the chat - I'd like to see more emphasis on developing community-based emergency preparedness plans and methods for neighbors to help neighbors be ready for the wide range of emergencies/crises we will be facing - like the current extreme heat event.
· Valerie - I agree with Andrea. Especially with the flooding situation last year. We lost a deaf person due to flooding.  We do need to be very prepared for emergencies and get the information out there.
· Pat Sagui – the smallest towns with the least amount of resources have control of the most land in Vermont – tensions between land development/land control policies should be discussed as this plan is developed. 
· Claire McIlvennie – discussion around small/large town relationships and capacity constraints; really heightens the need for relationship building and continued engagement work with the most vulnerable – point to JT principles.
· Kari Dolan – Needs to be assistance to municipalities to build project pipelines as they develop LHMPs and LEMPs – technical assistance should be provided so towns can maximize the impact of those projects. 

· 2) What should our subcommittee consider & think about when we work on building out these focal areas and the strategies & actions recommended within them?
· Valerie Hughes – program coordinator for VCIL; asked, how do you have accessibility set up for members of the community and Vermonters – how do you ensure that information gets out to members of the public – how do you make information available to all Vermonters?
· David Deen responded: Council is using zoom, that does allow for closed captioning for public meetings. 
· Zoom interpretation being offered for all public engagement meetings being coordinated through the CAO
· Both ANR and the State of VT have a Language Access Plan in place.
· Paula Melton – The Council should ensure we can follow-up with people who participated in this meeting on access to ongoing engagement resources. 


